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NEW YORK PRIMARY SCHOOL

Lanark Close, North Shields, Tyne & Wear NE29 8DP


Tel (0191) 8141788
Email – office@newyorkprimaryschool.org

Headteacher:  Mrs J Shaw
1st June 2020,

For the attention of parents and carers with pupils in Year 1.
Firstly I would like to thank you for your patience during this time as school staff and governors have made some difficult decisions regarding if and how to open school to a wider group of pupils.  As previously noted we have been waiting for the government announcement of passing the 5 key tests.  This was confirmed by the Prime Minister on 28th May 2020.
As a result school leaders and governors have taken the decision to open school on a phased return starting with Year 6 pupils.  The reason for this is that Year 6 pupils are in a key transition year and we want this to be as smooth as possible as they prepare to leave us and go to high school.  We want them to be able to say their goodbyes whilst enjoying continued learning, undertaking projects, reading and preparing for the next stage in their educational journey. We also want to be sure that we can do as much as possible to keep them and staff safe.
Should the return of Year 6 pupils go smoothly and safely it is my intention to reopen for Reception pupils w/c 15th June 2020 and if this goes smoothly and safely we will reopen for Year 1 pupils w/c 22nd June 2020.
The table below details how we expect this return to operate on a daily basis.  Please note this could possibly be a 2 day week, depending upon numbers with Fridays closed to pupils in order for staff to undertake a thorough clean and prepare resources for the following week, including for those pupils remaining at home.
Please read the following information to support your decision and ensure clarity for you and your child about how things will be in school for the foreseeable future.
	Arrival in school
	· Your child will be allocated a start time.  You will receive this by email on Thursday 18th June 2020.

· All start times must be strictly adhered to in order to avoid too many pupils arriving at the same time.

· We will not be able to accept any requests to change an allocated start time.

· Year 1 pupils will access school via the double gates (main entrance) usual small gate.

· Members of school staff will be there to welcome and guide parents and pupils.

· Parents are not permitted to access school grounds and it is advised that only one parent drops off.

· Parents are requested to socially distance on the path outside school.

· Pupils will be supported in washing their hands immediately upon entry to school.

· Pupils will access their allocated classroom immediately upon arrival.

	During lessons
	· Depending upon numbers there are  7 staff  allocated to teach possibly 6 pupil groups. These teachers are Mrs Smith,  Miss  Ransome, Miss Keay, Miss Burn, Miss Fergus, Miss Brown and Mrs Longstaff.

· All Year 1 classrooms are prepared.

· Each classroom can accommodate between 6 and 8 pupils with social distancing tables and chairs.

· Tables and chairs are positioned 2 metres apart and pupils are encouraged not to move around the classroom.

· Pupils are not permitted to bring anything from home into school.

· A packed lunch may be brought in but must be in a disposable bag with a disposable water bottle and school will dispose of it after use.

· Pupils may also bring a second disposable water bottle for through the day as all school water bottles have been disposed of.

· Pupils may bring a bike or scooter to school but we request that parents take it home again and not keep it in school.

· School packed lunches can be provided as Free School Meal vouchers will not be available for returning pupils.

· Staff will be sanitising and cleaning equipment as pupils use it.



	Hygiene
	· Each classroom has a plentiful supply of appropriate sanitising and cleaning products.

· There is plentiful signage and guidance throughout school.  Year 1 pupils will not be permitted to leave their allocated zone.

· All toilets will be cleaned every 30 minutes.

· Only one pupil at a time may access the toilets.

· Pupils will be reminded of hygiene standards and supported in hand washing regularly throughout the day.

· Staff have been supplied with PPE  and some staff may choose to wear it.

· First Aid staff will wear full PPE to deal with any first aid and support any symptomatic pupil.

· Any symptomatic pupil will be immediately sent home. Parents must be contactable and able to get to school quickly.

· The small room in reception is allocated for any pupil who becomes ill.  Staff tending to any child in this way will wear full PPE and will wait with the pupil. Staff will remain outside the room with the pupil inside. (There is glass in the door).

· Should a pupil need changing, school staff will wear PPE to do this.  There may be circumstances where parents will be contacted to collect a child to change them at home.

	Learning/Activity
	· There will be a big focus upon pupil wellbeing after the 10 weeks they have been off school. 

· Classes will undertake plenty of reading, listening to stories etc.

· These will be done through Personal, Social, Health and Education, PSHE. 

· Other learning activities will take place and they will reflect the learning that has been issued to those pupils remaining at home. 

· Most of the learning will take place outside where possible.

· Physical activity will be a daily event along with other project work.

· Transition activities will be worked through.

· Staff will continue to remain in contact with pupils still at home.

· Breaks will be staggered throughout the day and pupils cannot mix with other groups.

· Pupils cannot change groups.

· Lunch will be a packed lunch and pupils will eat with staff in the classroom or outside within their group.

	School uniform
	· It is not a requirement to wear a school uniform as it is essential that pupils wear fresh clean clothes every day.  

· Please wear clothing appropriate for outdoor and PE activities such as shorts and tee-shirts or legging/joggers and trainers.

· A jacket or hoodie if it is cool weather

· Also send sun cream and a hat for your child to apply themselves.

· Please do not wear anything fancy or expensive as we cannot guarantee it will not get dirty or snagged when outdoors.

	Leaving school at the end of the day
	· End of the day will be staggered and you will be notified of your time by Thursday 18th June 2020

· Prompt collection is essential and parents should socially distance and only one parent should collect.

· Pupils will wash hands before leaving school and will clean equipment ready for the following day.

· Any bikes or scooters will be wiped before heading home

	Behaviour
	· There is an expectation that year 1 pupils will not always understand or be able to apply the rule of social distancing.

· We are prepared for this and no child will be made to feel that they are in trouble if they ‘forget’.

· Staff will speak to a parents if they feel that their child is struggling with the new routines in school.


Please contact school should you have any further queries resulting from this information.
Social distancing is still very important and must be maintained. Although the scientific evidence suggests that children will not become seriously ill from this virus, there is little evidence to suggest they do not transmit at the same rate as adults.  I want to protect staff and children in minimising the risk by maximising the effort.  I am certain that you would support this.
Mrs J Shaw
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Headteacher


