
New York Primary School 
Historical Vocabulary 

Non-topic specific vocabulary which should be used throughout the year. Each unit of work will also lend itself to more specific 
vocabulary. 

EYFS 

After 
Before 

Calendar 
Church 

Day 
Discovery 

King/Queen 
Last year 
Long ago 

Month 
Museum  

New 
Old 

Past 
Present 
Today 

Tomorrow 
Week 

Yesterday 
KS1 

Archaeology 
Artefact 
Century 
Change 

Christianity 
Chronology 

Conquest 
Decade 
Explorer 

Global 
International 

Interpretation 
Invention 

Invention 
Islam 
Local 

Modern 
Monarchy 

Nineteenth Century 
Parliament 

Primary evidence 
Secondary evidence 

Sequence 
Traitor 

Treason 

KS2 
AD 

Agriculture 
Ancient civilisations 

Aristocracy 
BC 

Bronze Age 
Colony 

Continuity 
Court 

Crusade 
Dark Ages 

Immigrant 
Invasion 
Iron Age 

Millennium 
Monastery 

Myths and legends 
Nation 

Peasant 
Period 
Pope 

Prehistory 



Democracy 
Diversity 
Duration 
Emigrant 
Emperor 
Empire 

Execution 
Gods/Goddesses 

Heresy 
Hunter/gatherer 

Rebellion  
Republic 

Revolt 
Sacrifice 

Settler 
Significance 

Slave 
Stone age 

Torture 

 

 

 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Baby 
Child 

Baby 
Toddler 
Teenager 
Adult 
Eldery  
 

Grace 
Darling: 
Artefact 
Century 
Change 
Chronology 
Local 
Rescue 
Victorians 
 

Great Fire of 
Newcastle 
and 
Gateshead: 
Artefact 
Change 
Christianity 
Chronology 
Decade 
Global 
Local 
Primary 
evidence 
Secondary 
evidence 
Sequence 

Shipbuilding: 
Ship yard, trade, 
industry, dock, 
launch, 
employment, 
community, 
economy, 
migrate, import, 
heritage 

Romans: 
Colony 
Emperor 
Empire 
Continuity 
AD 
Invasion 
Nation 
 Pope 
Rebellion  
Republic 
Slave 
SignificanceS
ettler  

Africa  
Slave  
Significance 
Sacrifice  
Nation 
Immigrant 
Diversity 
Colony 
Execution 
Continuity  
Torture 
Agriculture 
Rebellion 
Execution 
Segregate 
Slavery 

Aristocracy 
Colony 
Democracy 
Diversity 
Emperor 
Empire 
Invasion 
Nation 
Period 
Significance 
Torture 
 



 Immigrant  
Court 
 

Abolition 
Auction 
Revolt 
Tortured 
Plantation 
Trade 

Today  
Tomorrow 

Today 
Tomorrow 
Yesterday  
Next week  
Month  
 

Mary Anning: 
Archaeology 
Artefact 
Decade 
Primary 
evidence 
Scientist 
Georgian 
times 
Biology 
 
 

Newcastle 
Castle 
Settlement 
Economy 
Role 
Society 
Bayeux 
tapestry 
Norman 
times 
Middle Ages 
Lords 
Kings Villeins 

Anglo Saxons: 
Invasion, 
archaeologist, 
chronicle, 
interpretation, 
settlement, 
conflict, kingdom, 
monk, saint, 
Christianity, 
peasant, ceorl, 
thane, slave, 
culture, tribe, 
gods/goddesses, 
paganism, 
society, beliefs 

The Vikings 
Colony 
Emperor 
Invasion 
Nation 
Rebellion  
Significance 
Myths and 
legends 
Monastery 
Gods/Godde
sses 
Revolt 
 

WW2 
Significance 
Continuity   
Nation 
Invasion 
Democracy 
Evacuate 
Allies 
Axis powers 
Propaganda 
Invaded 
Rationing 
Hitler 
Winston 
Churchill 
Public 
Shelters 
Battle of 
Dunkirk 
Battle of 
Britain 
Civilians 

Triple Entente 
Settlers 
Invaders 
Explorers 
Battalion 
 



Foster 
Families 

Day 
Yesterday  
Week 
 

Museum  
Old  
New  
Artefact 
Past 
Present  
Vehicles 
names & 
parts inc 
Penny 
Farthing, 
crank. Motor 
car, bicycle. 
 
 

Changes in 
living 
memory: 
Century 
Change 
Modern 
Nineteenth 
century 
Primary 
evidence  
Local 
Secondary 
evidence 
Sequence 
Decade 
Artefact 
Chronology  

Victorians: 
Monarchy 
Inventions 
Artefact 
Industry 
Industrial 
revolution 
Pioneer 

Stone Age: 
BC, AD, 
Palaeolithic, 
Mesolithic, 
Neolithic, flint, 
hunter-gatherer 
and settlement. 
tribe, wattle and 
daub, 
roundhouse, hill 
fort, agriculture 

Mayans 
AD 
Agriculture 
Ancient 
civilisations 
BC 
Colony 
Continuity 
Democracy 
Diversity 
Duration 
Emigrant 
Execution 
Myths and 
legends 
Nation 
Period 
Rebellion 
Sacrifice 
Settler 
Significance 

Torture  

Ancient 
Greek 
Myths and 
Legends 
Gods and 
Goddesses  
Ancient 
civilisations 
Aristocracy 
Tragedy 
Enemies 
Feast 
Hoplite 
Invention 
Chariot 
Capture 
Athlete 
Empire 
Comedy 
Athens 
Athenians 
Column 
Civilisation 
Citizens 
 

 

God/Goddes 
Slave 
Sacrifice 
Peasant 
Period 
BC 
Ancient 
Civilisation 

 


